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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Comments  on  Hundi  Notes  article  in  May  1981  issue 

I was  surprised  to  read  the  article  on  India  Hundies  by  Mr.  Charles  K. 
Panish  in  the  May  1981  issue  of  the  HI  BULLETIN  , in  which  he  has  writ- 
ten that  Hundies  came  to  India  through  the  British  East  India  Company. 

From  his  assertion  that  the  use  of  Hundies  came  to  India  with  British 
testifies  that  he  has  a faint  or  no  knowledge  of  Indian  indigenous 
banking.  The  indigenous  banking  in  India  is  as  old  as  human  civiliz- 
ation. Indians  made  amazing  progress  in  trade,  commerce  and  banking 
of  which  we  have  documentary  evidence  to  prove  in  Dharamshastra,  Arth- 
shastra  and  Budhist  literature  and  also  in  the  writings  of  many  foreign 
travellers  that  the  use  of  Hundi  was  prevalent  centuries  before  the 
British  took  over  India. 

During  the  Shastric  and  Smriti  period  the  use  of  Bills  of  Exchange  was 
prevalent  in  India.  Manu  the  great  law  giver  has  described  in  Manu 
Smriti  the  indigenous  banking  and  bankers  as  far  back  as  800  B.C.,  and 
it  has  been  upheld  by  authors  like  Hareet,  Parasher  and  Baudhayan. 

J.  B.  Brown,  in  his  book  Coins  of  India 3 says:  "It  may  perhaps,  there- 

fore, be  conjectured  that  punch  marked  pieces  was  natural  development 
of  the  paper  hundi,  or  note  of  hand".  Brown  dates  back  the  currency 
of  these  punch  marked  coins  to  600  B.C.  and  says:  "These  two  classes 
of  coins  are  computed  to  have  been  in  circulation  as  coins  at  least  as 
early  as  600  B.C.  but  they  are  not  found  in  quantity".  This  proves 
that  the  Hundies  were  prevalent  prior  to  600  B.C. 

Kautilya,  the  ancient  doyen  of  economics,  makes  mention  in  his  Arth- 
shastra  of  Adesh-Patras  which  corresponds  to  Hundi.  An  Adesh-Patra  is 
an  order  on  a banker  desiring  him  to  pay  the  money  of  the  note  to  a 
third  party. 

During  the  Budhist  period , Rhys  Davids  testifies  in  his  book  Budhist 
India  the  use  of  Bills  of  Exchange.  He  says:  "Besides  the  coins, 

there  was  a considerable  use  of  instrument  of  credit,  the  great  mer- 
chants in  the  few  large  towns  gave  letters  of  credit  on  one  another. 

And  there  is  constant  reference  to  promissory  notes". 

In  the  Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh  W.  H.  Lowe  says:  "Seth  Bhagwandas  sent 

Rs . 10000  through  Hundi  from  Delhi  to  Monghyer  (Bihar)  to  Mughal  Army." 
And  during  this  period  we  have  testimony  of  European  travellers  like 
Ludovico  Di  Varthema,  an  Italian,  and  J.  B.  Tavernier,  the  famous 
French  traveller.  Tavernier  says:  "In  India  a village  must  be  very 

small,  if  it  has  not  a money-changer,  whom  they  call  Shroff,  who  acts 
as  banker  to  make  remittances  of  money  and  issue  letters  of  exchange". 
Regarding  his  monetary  transactions  Tavernier  says:  "He  (General 

Shaistra  Khan)  at  once  commanded  his  treasurer  to  give  me  a letter  of 
exchange  on  Aurangabad.  At  which  I was  very  glad,  because  it  was  a 
place  through  which  I had  to  pass  in  order  to  go  to  Golkunda  and  which, 
moreover,  spared  me  the  carriage  of  and  risk  to  my  money.  The  follow- 
ing day  I received  my  letter  of  exchange  and  took  my  leave  of  the 
Prince;  who  was  no  longer  angry  and  he  requested  me  if  I returned  to 
India  not  to  omit  to  go  and  see  him,  which  I did  on  my  sixth  visit.... 
To  return  to  my  payment,  having  arrived  at  Aurangabad,  I went  to  seek 
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the  grand-treasurer,  who  had  never  previously  seen  me,  but  he  knew  where- 
fore I come  to  see  him,  and  that  he  had  already  drawn  from  the  treasury 
the  money  which  he  was  to  pay  me". 

All  the  facts  explained  to  above,  it  is  proved  that  the  use  of  Hundi  was 
prevalent  in  India  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  British  East  India  Company. 

Narendra  S.  Sengar  (NI  #1304) 

Kanpur,  India 


(Ed.  : The  above  letter  was  copied  and  sent  to  author  Charles  K.  Panish 

for  his  comments  which  are  as  follows). 

The  term  hondi  is  used  rather  loosely  in  India  to  denote  a variety  of 
documents  such  as  a bill  of  exchange,  a money  order,  a bank  draft,  a 
check  and  even  a bond.  Mr.  Sengar  is  quite  correct  that  bills  of  ex- 
change were  used  many  hundreds  of  years  ago  in  India  whenever  a banker 
wrote  a letter  transferring  funds  to  a third  party.  What  Mr.  Sengar 
apparently  does  not  appreciate  is  that  collectors  in  this  field  use 
the  term  hondi  in  a much  more  restricted  sense,  namely  referring  to 
the  machine-printed  forms  developed  under  British  influence  and  not  to 
the  more  informal  hand-written  letters  which  preceded  them.  Mr.  Sengar 
should  have  realized  that  his  exception  to  my  article  arose  over  our 
two  different  definitions  of  the  word  hondi  rather  than  to  my  lack  of 
knowledge  which  he  so  ungraciously  assumes . 

Charles  K.  Panish  (NI  #331) 

Westport,  Connecticut,  USA 


Questions  " Chinese  Cash  Vie  Error1’  article 


I am  writing  in  reference  to  the  article  "A  Chinese  Cash  Die  Error", 
by  Richard  Colliass,  in  the  December  1981  NI  BULLETIN, 

Since  Mr.  Colliass  did  not  say  which  way  he  turned  his  Chia  Ching  Tung 
Pao  to  achieve  his  error  I cannot  comment  too  much  on  it,  however,  if 
you  note  the  enclosed  Ink  Squeeze  Rubbing  (not  suitable  for  reproduc- 
tion as  a photograph)  of  one  of  the  same  type  coins,  you  can  achieve 
the  same  effect  that  Mr.  Colliass  describes. 

By  turning  the  coin  upward  or  downward  on  its  vertical  axis  you  get 
Mr,  Colliass'  error.  When  you  turn  the  coin  right  or  left  on  its  hor- 
izontal axis  you  achieve  the  correct  positions  of  t^e  characters. 

On  the  15  different  Chia  Ching  cash  pieces  that  I have  all  are  in  the 
correct  character  placements. 

Mr.  Colliass  may  indeed  have  an  error,  all  I am  showing  is  how  one  can 
mistakingly  show  one  even  though  it  is  not. 
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Jack  H.  Smith 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


CZECHOSLOVAK  1000  Kc  NOTE:  MY  CHOICE  FOR  MOST  BEAUTIFUL  NOTE 


by  Frantisek  Sedlacek,  Prague 3 Czechoslovakia,  NI  #1583 

First  a question:  What  banknote  or  other  type  of  paper  money  could  be 
thought  of  as  the  most  beautiful  note  in  the  world?  Such  a question 
looks  a little  silly,  but  all  world  notes  can  be  compared  from  the  vari- 
ous points  of  view. 

Maybe  someone  supposes  that  he  knows  the  answer.  But  I am  afraid  that 
many  paper  money  collectors  and  students  have  no  idea  and  they  have  not 
thought  about  it.  Let  me  introduce  to  you  a bank  note  which  I think 
is  representative  to  take  part  in  a competition  for  "Miss  Banknote"  - 
the  most  beautiful  paper  money  in  the  world. 

It  is  Czechoslovak  1000  Kc  (or  1000  Czechoslovak  crowns)  dated  25  May 
1934.  Pick  no.  26.  Not  only  myself  has  this  idea  but  I think  you  will 
too  when  you  see  it  in  detail. 


TATO  lOUcmxVYDANA  POO  LI  ZAKDNt  ZE  ONE 
RIH  INA  IM0.CiS.MT  A ZE  ONE  Z1  IM  BN*  IMS 
CIS  102  SI  Z.  A N-  PLATl 


» PtAZI  ONE  a BVtTNA  MM. 

ArodnI  banka  Ceskosloyenska 


L 153927 


FABtlANl  wuni  91  TM»TA 


risickoiuJM 


Obverse  of  1000  KS  1934.  (Size  is  100  x 105  mm.)  Red  Numerals. 

This  1000  Kc  note  was  designed  by  Professor  Max.  Svabinsky.  This  por- 
trait was  engraved  by  Karel  Wolf,  and  the  decorative  parts  were  engra- 
ved by  other  engravers  from  the  Printing  Office;  one,  Jindra  Schmidt, 
is  known  to  have  taken  part  in  its  production.  This  note  was  printed 
by  Tiskarna  bankovek  Narodnx  banky  Czeskoslovenske  (The  Printing  Office 
of  the  National  Bank  of  Czechoslovakia):  in  1953  this  office's  name  was 
changed  to  Statnl  tiskarna  cenin  (State  Printing  Works)  by  which  it  is 
still  known.  This  note  was  announced  under  the  date  25  May  1934,  and 
was  released  into  circulation  on  7 December  1935. 

This  note  came  into  being  in  the  years  when  the  Printing  Office  first 
had  its  own  experts  for  top  level  production  of  securities  in  all  tech- 
nological phases  of  the  printing  process.  It  was  after  this  period  of 
beginning  when  the  young  Republic  of  Czechoslovakia  was  obliged  to  ask 
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private  or  foreign  printing  enterprises  for  help  in  printing  securities. 


Czechoslovak  notes  and  bank  notes  have  always  been  designed  by  famous 
national  painters,  which  is  an  important  tradition  in  creating  our 
notes.  As  it  was  Alois  Mudrunka,  Jaroslav  Benda,  FrantisSk  Kysela,  and 
first  of  all,  Alfons  Maria  Mucha,  founder  and  leading  representative 
of  Modern  Style  - Secession,  and  also  the  designer  of  the  first  Czecho- 
slovak stamps  and  notes  for  foreign  countries,  Bulgaria,  etc. 


Maximilian  Svabinsky  (1873-1962)  , professor  of  the  Academy  of  Arts  in 
Prague,  later  appointed  National  Artist,  belonged  to  the  group  of  cre- 
ators in  the  years  1930-1934.  He  designed 
also  the  Czechoslovak  100  Kc  note  dated 
10  January  1931.  Pick  no.  24.  (Ferdinand 
Schirnbock  of  Vienna  [Wien]  did  the  en- 
graving of  this  note) ; Svabinsky  also  de- 
signed the  obverse  of  the  5000  Kcs  dated 
1 November  1945.  Pick  no.  74.  (The  note 
being  engraved  by  Jan  Mracek  of  the  Prin- 
ting Office).  Svabinsky  also  took  the 
main  part  in  designing  the  50  Kc  of  12 
September  1940,  Pick  no.  33,  and  the 
100  Kc  dated  16  May  1945.  Pick's  no.  66. 
The  last  two  notes  were  engraved/prepared 
by  J.  Schmidt.  Svabinsky  prepared  some 
unused  designs  fcr  notes  and  created  many 
popular  stamps,  engraved  by  Schmidt. 


Maximilian  5 vabinsktj  's  self- 
portrait  engraved  by  Schmidt 


Svabinsky' s notes  are  char- 
acteristic, if  we  can  say  by 
their  "classic  decorative" 
style,  little  unmodern,  but 
very  pleasing — on  the  con- 
trary to  Mucha's  notes, 
which  in  their  time  were 
very  modern.  (It  is  a pity 
that  Mucha's  notes  were  not 
printed  by  intaglio,  so  from 
this  technical  disadvantage 
they  have  not  been  able  to 
be  considered  for  "the  com- 
petition for  the  most  beau- 
tiful note.") 

The  1000  Kc  1934  note  was 

very  nationalistic  in  design.  Historian  Frantisek  Talackfj , portrait  by 
For  the  reverse  was  selected  Svabinskp,  masterly  engraved  by  K.  Volf 
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the  head  of  Frantisek  Palacky  (1798-1876),  Czech  historian,  poli- 
tician, fighter  for  the  rights  of  the  Slavonic  nations  then  inside  the 


Reverse  of  1000  Kc  1934  Bank  Note.  Languages  used  for  denomination: 

Czech , Ruthenian,  German  and  Hungarian 

Austrian  Empire  - and  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  International  movement 
of  Slavonic  co-operation. 

Also,  the  obverse  of  the  note  is  patriotic.  It  shows  the  Mother  Country 
as  she  is  reading  to  her  children  from  the  book  of  national  history.  It 
is  believed  that  §vabinsky  painted  the  boy  and  girl  from  the  children 
of  the  Academy  of  Arts  employees. 

The  figurative  parts  were  masterly  engraved  by  Karel  Wolf  (1894-?).  He 
was'  an  employee  of  the  PrintingOf f ice  in  Prague  and  was  selected  as 
engraver  of  this  note  because  he  was  considered  to  have  master  engraver 
skills.  We  do  not  have  many  specimens  of  his  work  - only  the  20  Kc  of 
1 October  1926,  Pick  no.  20;  and  50  Kc  of  1 October  1929,  Pick  no.  23 
- because  he  emigrated  during  the  Second  World  War  to  Germany. 

It  was  Jindra  Schmidt’s  (1897-)  first  opportunity  to  work  on  any  note 
and  his  first  collaboration  with  Svab insky  especially,  collaboration 
which  later  became  deep  and  warm,  so  that  Schmidt  gained  the  attribute 
"Svab insky's  engraver".  Now  Schmidt  is  thought  of  as  one  of  the  few 
best  engravers  in  the  world.  He  still  works  in  designing  postage  stamps. 

Svabinsky  started  work  on  the  1000  K£  1934  design  in  1931  and  in  that 
year  were  prepared  the  first  proof  drawings  and  prints.  White  banknote 
paper  with  watermark  - the  Head  of  the  Republic  - was  used  for  this 
note.  The  watermark  is  located  on  the  watermark  margin.  Its  printing 
was  developed  in  two  operations:  underprint,  and  then  on  the  9th  of 
February  1935  the  finished  printing  by  intaglio  on  both  sides.  Reverse 
is  multicolored  printing  based  on  so-called  Orlov's  technique,  and  with 
a black  portrait  of  Palacky.  The  obverse  has  various  shades  of  green. 

The  note  has  been  signed  bn  obverse  by  Dvorak  - a member  of  the  Bank 
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The  Head  of  the  Republic 
Watermark 


Watermark:  THE  HEAD  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

(The  same  paper  with  this  watermark 
was  used  for  the  30  Kcs  commemor- 
ativej designed  by  Schmidt  and  issued 
in  limited  edition  by  the  Czecho- 
slovak Club  of  Paper  Money  Collec- 
tors in  1977.) 

~ 

Council  - by  English3  Governor  of 
the  Bank  - and  by  well  known  eco- 
nomist, Peroutka3  President  of  the 
Bank. 

This  note  was  placed  in  circulation 
on  7 December  1935  and  was  valid  un- 
til 31  December  1944.  After  the  war 
the  note  was  circulated  once  again 
between  25  August  and  31  October  1945 
to  make  change  possible  for  people 
who  were  unavailable  during  the  first 
exchange  (prisoners,  soldiers,  etc.) 


On  29  August  1938  border  territories 
of  Bohemia  and  Moravia  were  cut  from 
Czechoslovak  Republic.  And  on  2 November  1938  the  whole  Sub-Carpathian 
Ukraine  and  other  Czechoslovak  border  territories  were  also  cut  away. 
Then  between  14  March  1939,  when  the  independent  Slovak  state  was  pro- 
claimed, and  16  March  1939  when  the  German  army  occupied  the  rest  of 
the  Republic  and  the  Protektorate  fur  Bohmen  und  Mahren  was  proclaimed, 
Czechoslovak  Republic  was  completely  destroyed  and  ceased  to  exist. 


Obverse  of  1000  Kc  1934  with  overprint  "SLOVENS!  STAt".  Specimen  Note. 

The  1000  Kc  note  was  valid  in  the  territory  of  the  Protektorat  until 
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it  ceased  to  exist.  In  the  Slovak  state,  later  the  Slovak  Republic, 
this  note  was  valid  for  1000  Slovak  Crowns  until  17  August  1942.  But 
from  26  April  1939  it  circulated  with  the  violet  ornamented  overprint 
"Slovensky  StatM,  The  bank  notes  were  overprinted  in  the  Printing 
Office  in  Prague,  and  the  overprint  design  was  probably  designed  by 
Jaroslav  Eder.  This  same  overprint  was  also  used  on  the  100  Kc  1931 
and  the  500  Kc  1929  notes  in  different  colors. 

In  1937  the  Printing  Office  of  Banknotes  in  the  National  Bank  of  Czech- 
oslovakia exhibited  1000  KC  note  with  its  other  products  at  the  Inter- 
national Exposition  of  Arts  and  Techniques  in  Paris.  The  French  Mi- 
nistry of  Commerce  and  Industry  awarded  the  note  its  Diploma  of  Honour, 
not  only  because  of  its  technical  qualities  but  also  because  of  its 
beauty. 
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French  Diploma  of  Honour  Awarded  to  the 
National  Bank  of  Czechoslovakia . 

What  remains  to  be  said:  Collectors  prefer  rare  and  scarce  notes  and 
they  are  ready  to  pay  much  money  for  such  notes,  sometimes  not  good 
but  suspicious  ones.  I want  to  draw  them  to  this  beautiful  and  cheap 
note,  available  for  all  - Pick  values  it  at  10  Dollars  in  UNC. 
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A FATEFUL  RUSSIAN  COIN 

by  W.  Bergman,  Cape  Town,  So.  Africa , NI  §1783 

In  the  year  1913  Russia  issued  a One  Rouble  coin  commemorating  300  years 
of  Romanov  rule.  It  was  a silver  coin  depicting  on  its  obverse  two  busts. 
On  the  left,  facing  slightly  to  the  right,  is  that  of  Nicholas  II,  the 
ruling  czar  at  the  time  of  the  issue  of  the  coin,  and  on  the  right, 
facing  full  on  but  just  behind  that  of  Nicholas,  the  bust  of  Czar  Mi- 
chael. On  the  reverse  is  the  double-headed  eagle  of  imperial  Russia 
with  the  word  "rouble"  in  Cyrillic  lettering  above,  and  the  dates 
"1613  - 1913"  below  the  eagle. 


30 0 yrs  of  Romanov  rule  coin 


In  1613,  after  the  Poles  who  had  overrun  much  of  Russia  and  had  even 
occupied  Moscow,  had  been  defeated  and  pushed  back  into  their  own  coun- 
try, a national  assembly  of  nobles,  merchants,  clergy  and  the  military 
elected  Michael  Romanov  czar  of  Russia.  Thus  in  that  year  Czar  Michael 
became  the  founder  of  a new  dynasty,  the  Romanov  dynasty.  1613  - 1913 
- 300  years  of  Romanov  rule!  What  were  these  three  hundred  years  like? 

Practically  all  royal  houses  have  produced  some  excellent,  some  medi- 
ocre and  some  bad  rulers,  some  strong  and  some  weak  ones,  and  the 
Romanovs  were  no  exception. 

Peter  the  Great,  as  the  description  indicates,  belongs  to  the  first 
category.  Although  he  was  a poorly  educated  man,  he  was  practical  and 
possessed  much  foresight.  But  most  important  of  all,  he  was  a Man  of 
the  People.  He  realised  that  Russia  needed  ships  and  the  know-how  to 
build  them.  Thus  he  himself  travelled  all  the  way  to  the  Netherlands 
to  personally  study  the  trade  there  and  to  obtain  the  right  type  of 
craftsmen  for  his  country  to  start  a local  ship-building  industry.  In 
1703  he  ordered  a fortress,  known  to-day  as  the  Peter  and  Paul  For- 
tress, to  be  built  on  an  estuary  island  of  the  River  Neva,  not  far  from 
the  Baltic  Sea,  to  counteract  the  constant,  hostile,  naval  invasions  of 
the  Swedes  into  Russia.  Out  of  this  fortress,  and  around  it,  grew, 
what  in  1712  was  to  become  Russia's  new  capital,  the  city  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, "Russia's  Window  to  the  West".  In  1914  the  city  was  renamed  Pet- 
rograd,  and  in  1924  the  name  was  changed  once  more,  this  time  to  Lenin- 
grad. Incidentally,  in  the  fortress  is  situated  the  old  St.  Petersburg 
mint,  now  of  course  known  as  the  Leningrad  mint. 
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It  was  Peter  the  Great  who  forced  his  backward  nobles  to  behave,  think 
and  dress  like  Western  Europeans  and  who  pushed  his  country  out  of  its 
own  Dark  Ages  into  the  stream  of  European  history  by  modernising  its 
administration  and  completely  changing  its  diplomacy  and  military  tac- 
tics. 

Next,  two  women  rulers  stand  out.  Elizabeth  Petrovna  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  the  Great,  from  whom  she  had  inherited  his  political  as- 
tuteness and  his  diplomatic  skill.  She  was  not  in  direct  line  of  suc- 
cession. However  in  1741,  with  the  assistance  of  the  guard-regiments 
devoted  to  her,  she  virtually  usurped  the  throne  and  became  the  ruling 
czarina.  Not  only  did  she  enlarge  her  empire  in  battle  and  by  treaty, 
but  she  did  much  to  promote  Russian  education  and  literature.  During 
her  reign  the  first  Russian  university  was  established  at  Moscow,  and 
the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  was  inaugurated  at  St.  Petersburg.  Her  pri- 
vate life  however  left  much  to  be  desired.  Her  conduct  was  rather  in- 
discreet, and  she  was  reknowned  for  her  many  love  affairs.  It  must 
be  admitted  though,  that  this  did  not  detract  from  her  achievements 
towards  the  State  and  her  people. 

Catherine  the  Great  was  the  other  woman.  She  was  born  a princess 
of  a small  German  principality,  her  original  name  being  Sophie  of  An- 
halt-Zerbst.  She  married  Grand-Duke  Peter,  the  heir  presumptive  to 
the  Russian  throne  and  a nephew  of  Czarina  Elizabeth.  Even  before 
their  marriage  she  deemed  it  advisable  to  change  her  Christian  name  to 
that  of  Ekaterina  and  renouncing  her  Lutheran  religion,  she  accepted  the 
Greek  Orthodox  faith,  the  official  religion  of  her  adopted  country.  Her 
husband  lacked  education,  in  fact,  be  appeared  to  be  simple.  He  had  no 
understanding  of  men  or  public  affairs,  and  soon  he  also  showed  signs 
of  impending  madness.  Catherine,  taking  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
vigorously  opposed  the  Grand-Duke’s  pro-Prussian  and  pro-Lutheran  policy, 
which  she  considered  totally  unsuitable  for  the  country.  Upon  Eliza- 
beth’s death  in  1762,  Peter  became  czar.  Soon  a rift  developed  between 
Peter  III  and  Catherine,  and  it  was  then  that  she  successfully  organized 
a plot  to  remove  her  husband  from  the  throne,  whereupon  she  was  proclaimed 
Empress  of  Russia  in  his  stead. 

Catherine  proved  to  be  a very  able  ruler.  She  commenced  her  reign  by 
modernising  outdated  laws.  Taking  a great  interest  in  the  development 
of  industry  and  trade,  and  encouraging  especially  the  export  trade, 
which  resulted  in  the  opening  up  of  a number  of  new  towns,  she  assisted 
her  country’s  economy  considerably.  She  had  plans  for  an  extensive 
schooling  system,  arising  out  of  which  she  established  many  new  schools, 
amongst  them  the  first  school  for  girls.  She  permitted  the  private 
printing  of  books  and  magazines,  hitherto  forbidden.  During  her  reign 
new  hospitals  and  asylums  for  mental  cases  were  opened.  Like  Czarina 
Elizabeth,  she  encouraged  foreign  architects,  builders,  craftsmen  and 
artists  to  come  to  Russia  from  countries  such  as  Italy,  to  build  beauti- 
ful palaces,  residences  and  cathedrals,  and  to  produce  other  works  of 
art,  because  she  just  as  Elizabeth  had  done,  she  dreamed  of  a St. 
Petersburg  even  more  lovely  than  Versailles.  It  was  also  under  her  rule, 
that  in  1780  the  first  Bolshoi  Theatre  opened  its  doors  in  Moscow.  By 
considerably  enlarging  her  empire  in  all  directions,  Catherine  the 
Great  transformed  Russia  into  a great  power,  and  thus  gained  a place 
for  herself  amongst  the  "enlightened  despots"  of  the  18th  century.  Her 
country  as  well  as  her  people  greatly  benefited  from  her  reign,  even 
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though  there  remained  much  misery  and  poverty. 

Alexander  I,  having  been  brought  up  by  a French  tutor,  was  a progres- 
sive-minded monarch.  Upon  his  accession  he  implemented  many  reforms, 
which  were  however  not  all  that  well  received  by  the  nobility.  He 
gained  his  fame  as  the  czar  during  whose  reign  Emperor  Napoleon  was 
heavily  defeated  in  Russia.  After  this  French  debacle  it  was  Alexander 
who  personally  led  his  Russian  troops  into  Paris  and  tried  to  give  the 
world  the  impression  that  it  was  he  who  had  been  the  savior  of  Europe. 

With  Russia  having  become  a world  power,  the  Russian  nobility  grew  more 
influential,  became  much  more  prosperous  and  led  a life  of  utter  luxury, 
whereas  the  serfs,  the  labourers  of  the  lands  and  the  common  people  of 
the  towns  and  cities  encountered  poverty,  hardship  and  degradation  in 
an  ever-increasing  measure.  The  Romanovs,  like  their  ruling  predeces- 
sors, were  absolute  autocrats.  They  ruled  for  better  or  for  worse,  and 
it  never  occured  to  them  to  consult  their  subjects.  Uprisings  or  even 
demonstrations  were  brutally  suppressed  with  the  use  of  the  sword,  the 
bayonet  or  the  gun.  The  leaders,  if  cought,  were  invariably  executed. 
Never  was  there  any  question  of  an  investigation  into  grievances.  Rus- 
sia's rulers  had  not  learnt  that  what  could  be  done,  and  was  common  in 
the  Middle  Ages,  could  now  no  longer  be  enforced  without  suffering  dire 
consequences.  And  these  were  nov;  looming  on  the  political  horizon.  In 
1825  there  occured  the  ill-fated  December  uprising  of  a group  of  intel- 
lectuals headed  by  some  military  officers  and  lower  grade  noblemen  whose 
aim  it  was  to  force  Czar  Nicholas  I to  abdicate  and  to  establish  in  his 
stead  a constitutional  monarchy.  Needless  to  say,  the  consequences  were 
gruesome.  As  could  be  expected,  resentment  grew  against  the  ruling  class, 
and  especially  in  the  capital,  St.  Petersburg,  underground  revolution- 
ary movements  sprang  up,  which  took  revenge  upon  the  oppressors.  Nicho- 
las I was  a bigoted,  narrow-minded,  unbending  and  unsympathetic  man.  With 
the  aid  of  a special  secret-police-force  he  organized  the  political  su- 
pervision of  Russia's  cultural  activities  and  thinking.  Writers,  such 
as  Dostoevsky,  who  expressed  ideas  different  to  the  czar's,  would  be 
persecuted.  Dostoevsky  in  fact  was  condemned  to  death,  but  his  life  was 
spared  at  the  last  moment. 

Nicholas'  son  and  successor,  Alexander  II,  tried  to  rectify  some  of 
the  wrongs.  In  1861  he  abolished  serfdom  and  thus  gave  some  47  million 
Russian  men  and  women  their  freedom.  This  was  indeed  a noble  act,  but 
it  merely  removed  from  the  working  class  some  of  the  degradation,  not 
the  existing  poverty  and  other  hardships.  In  1881,  after  a number  of 
unsuccessful  attempts  upon  his  life,  Alexander  II  was  assassinated. 

With  increasing  industrialisation,  the  working  people  were  criminally 
exploited.  Wages  were  well  below  the  bread-line,  the  working  hours 
unbelievably  long  and  child  labour  was  to  be  found  everywhere.  In 
January,  1905,  workers  of  a large  St.  Petersburg  factory  went  on  strike. 

In  a peaceful  demonstration  they  moved  towards  the  Winter  Palace  - 
known  today  as  the  Hermitage  - in  an  endeavour  to  appeal  personally  to 
the  Czar,  Nicholas  II,  to  better  their  lot.  Upon  reaching  the  palace 
these  armed  workers,  many  of  them  accompanied  by  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, were  fired  upon  by  the  Palace  Guards,  and  hundreds  of  them  were 
ruthlessly  mowed  down  and  killed.  This  totally  unprovoked  action  had 
serious  repercussions  in  as  much  as  bloody  uprisings  broke  out  not  only 
in  the  capital  but  also  in  many  other  Russian  cities.  However,  once 
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again  these  were  suppressed  by  force.  It  was  more  or  less  at  this  time 
that  Lenin  organized  the  Bolshevik  movement  - meaning  the  movement  of 
the  majority  of  the  people  - to  now  fight  openly  against  the  Czarist 
regime . 

Nicholas  II  was  a weak  monarch,  an  it  is  doubtful  as  to  whether  he 
was  ever  aware  of  his  people's  sufferings.  He  was  sheltered  by  his 
wife,  the  Czarina  Alexandra,  who  by  contrast  was  an  extremely  head- 
strong woman,  not  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  common  folk.  She 
had  her  own  problems  in  as  much  as  the  crown-prince,  her  only  son,  was 
a haemophiliac.  In  an  endeavour  to  cure  him  she  invited  to  her  court 
the  "holy  man"  Rasputin  who  indeed  seemed  to  have  a curative  influence 
over  the  crown-prince.  But  it  was  not  long  before  Rasputin  had  worked 
himself  into  Alexandra's  favour  and  was  allowed  to  make  state  decisions, 
leading  a most  dissolute  life  in  one  of  the  palaces.  He  was  finally 
murdered  by  one  of  the  disgusted  members  of  the  royal  family. 

Whereas  Russia’s  defeat  in  1905,  in  her  war  against  Japan,  was  almost 
gleefully  acclaimed  by  the  Bolsheviks  not  as  a defeat  of  Russia  but  of 
the  Czarist  regime.  The  World  War  in  which,  in  1914,  Russia  became 
embroiled,  was  a major  catastrophy  for  her  people.  The  army  and  home- 
front  became  disillusioned  by  defeat  after  defeat.  Severe  shortages 
in  the  economic  field  were  gripping  the  land.  The  czarist  bureaucracy 
was  completely  unable  to  cope  with  the  country's  problems.  The  people 
were  starving;  there  just  was  not  enough  food  for  them.  Demonstrators 
marched  through  the  streets  of  Petrograd  carrying  placards  asking  for 
"Bread  and  Peace".  Discontent  amongst  workers,  the  common  soldiers  and 
their  officers  as  well  as  the  politicians  had  by  now  reached  its  peak, 
and  when  the  czar  completely  ignored  all  pleas  for  concessions,  this 
was  the  end.  Finally,  in  February,  1917,  Czar  Nicholas  II  abdicated. 

A provisional  government  of  liberals,  headed  by  Kerensky,  was  formed. 
However,  in  October  of  the  same  year  this  government  fell,  and  a gun 
fired  from  the  cruiser  "Aurora",  lying  at  anchor  in  the  River  Neva,  in 
the  centre  of  the  city,  heralded  the  commencement  of  the  so-called 
October  Revolution,  organized  by  the  Bolsheviks  under  Lenin's  leader- 
ship. Out  of  this  revolution  was  to  arise  the  Communist  regime  which 
rules  the  Soviet  Union  to  this  day. 

In  1918,  Nicholas,  his  wife  Alexandra,  their  son  and  four  daughters 
were  executed  by  the  Bolsheviks. 

Little  did  the  imperial  Russian  authorities  realise  when  issuing  the 
1913  commemorative  One  Rouble  piece,  that  the  coin  would  not  only  com- 
memorate 300  years  of  Romanov  rule,  but  that  it  would  portray  the  alpha 
and  omega  of  a dynasty  displaying  in  its  design  the  busts  of  the  first 
as  well  as  the  last  of  the  Romanov  czars.  A fateful  coin  indeed! 

**************************** *********** ****************** ************ 
TONGA'S  1981  COINS  CELEBRATE  TWO  THINGS 


The  Half  Hau  sterling  silver  coins  commemorate  the  100  year  Treaty  of 
Friendship  between  Tonga  and  Great  Britain.  It  has  on  the  reverse  the 
Cameo  portraits  of  Tonga's  King  George  Tu'pou  I and  Queen  Victoria, 

The  obverse  portraits  are  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  on 
their  wedding. 
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The  Use  of  Indian  Coinage  in  East  Africa 

by  J.  J.  Ruparel , Nairobi  Kenya,  NI  # 854 

East  Africa  is  comprised  of  Kenya,  Uganda  and  Tanzania.  Tanzania  was 
formed  by  a federation  of  Tanganyika  and  Zanzibar. 

East  Africa  has  had  long  historic  and  economic  ties  with  India.  Trading 
between  India  and  East  Africa  has  been  easy  because  of  seasonal  monsoon 
winds  which  made  sailing  comparatively  easy  for  the  sailing  vessels.  It 
took  Vasco-da-Gama  only  23  days  from  Malindi  to  Calicut  on  the  coast  of 
India  using  the  S.W.  Monsoon  winds.  It  is  possible  that  various  coin- 
ages of  India  were  used  on  the  East  Coast  of  Africa  before  the  19th 
century. 


India  's  Rupees  traded  in  E.  Africa 


East  Africa  and  specially  Zanzibar,  which  was  the  main  trading  centre 
during  the  19th  century,  used  various  types  of  coins  which  reached  them 
in  the  course  of  trade. 

Various  Indian  Rupees  were  used  in  East  Africa  in  the  1930's.  In  1835, 
the  then  Sultan  of  Zanzibar,  Seyyid  Said,  imported  from  Bombay  through 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  Counsul  some  5000  dollars  worth  of  small  copper 
coin  called  pice  to  alleviate  the  shortage  of  small  change  in  Zanzibar. 

In  1849,  215  Indian  rupees  were  equal  to  100  German  Crowns  or  Black 
dollars  as  they  were  called  here,  or  100  Spanish  Dollars. 

In  1864,  various  coins  of  different  countries  were  declared  legal  tender 
and  the  Indian  Rupee  was  equivalent  to  0.47  German  Crown.  The  circula- 
tion of  Indian  Rupees  increased  with  more  trade  and  more  traders  from 
India.  The  Chief  of  Customs  was  always  an  Indian  Trader. 


U.S.A  $ 20  Gold 
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By  1873,  American  gold  coins  (see  photo  of  U,S.  $20  Gold  above ) and 
Indian  Rupees  had  driyen  out  other  coins  from  circulation,  in  Zan- 
zibar . 


Zanzibar's  AH  1299  (1882)  Pysa 


Zanzibar's  Sultan  Barghash  ibn  Sa ' id  introduced  its  own  coinage  in  1882. 
The  copper  coin  was  pice  which  was  1/64  of  1 Rupee.  This  was  exactly 
equivalent  in  size  and  weight  to  Indian  Pice;  and  the  Indian  Pice  cir- 
culated freely. 


One  Rupee  British  Company 3 Mombasa 


The  importance  of  the  Indian  in  Mombasa,  German  East  Africa  and  Zan- 
zibar coinages  introduced  were  very  similar  to  Indian  coinage.  In  1888 
the  Imperial  British  East  Africa  Company  introduced  its  Mombasa  Pice, 
1/4,  1/2  and  1 Rupee  coins.  All  these  coins  were  equal  in  size  and 
weight  to  circulating  Indian  coinage.  In  1890-92,  the  Germans  intro- 
duced the  pice  for  German  East  Africa,  and  the  silver  coins  were  again 


G.  E.  A.  Copper  Pice  1890 

1/4,  1/2  and  1 Rupee.  The  Indian  Rupee  circulated  freely  with  the 
German  Rupee  in  G.E.A. 


In  J890,  Zanzibar  was  declared  a British  Protectorate.  In  1891,  Say- 
yid  All  Bin  Sa'id,  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  prohibited  acceptance  by 
the  customs  of  any  other  coins  other  than  those  of  Zanzibar  or  the 
Indian  Government's,  thus  strengthening  the  usage  of  Indian  coins. 
However,  other  coins  were  allov;ed  in  commerce. 
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In  1895,  the  British  Government  started  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
way from  Mombasa  inward  to  Lake  Victoria,  Labourers  were  imported  from 
India,  who  were  paid  their  wages  in  Indian  Rupees,  The  Indian  traders 
had  already  penetrated  the  country  and  thus  the  circulation  of  coinage 
increased.  In  1897,  the  British  Government  minted  the  pice  for  the 
East  Africa  and  Uganda  Protectorate,  which  was  1/64  of  the  Indian  Rupee 
They  also  made  the  Indian  Rupee  legal  tender.  When  the  construction 
work  ended  in  1902,  about  6,000  of  the  Indian  labourers  remained  behind 
They  were  quite  influential  in  spreading  of  coinage  in  trade. 

On  20th  May,  1903,  Zanzibar  issued  a notice  to  the  effect  that  all 
monies  payable  to  the  Government  (not  only  to  customs)  must  be  paid 
in  Indian  Government  silver  coin. 


East  Africa  Protectorate  Pice  1899 


In  1906,  the  British  Government  introduced  new  coinage  for  East  Af- 
rica and  Uganda  Protectorate.  The  Indian  Rupee  was  the  legal  tender, 
with  100  cents  to  1 Rupee.  The  new  coins  introduced  were  1/2  cent, 

1,  5,  10,  25  and  50  cents.  (The  1/2  cent  to  replace  the  cowrie  in 

Uganda).  25  cents  was  equivalent  to  1/4  Rupee  and  50  cents  to  1/2 
Rupee.  The  currency  notes  were  also  in  rupee,  and  the  Indian  rupee 
notes  circulated  freely,  as  well. 


Kutch  Kori:  Among  India's  Native 
States  ' Coinage  found  in  E.  Africa 

In  1911,  in  Zanzibar,  the  Currency  Decree  No.  2 made  the  silver  Rupee 
of  British  India  (of  the  standard  weight  and  fineness  enacted  in  the 
Indian  Coinage  Act  of  1906)  the  standard  coin  of  Zanzibar.  All  other 
silver  coins  of  British  India  of  the  standard  weight  mentioned  in  the 
same  act,  were  also  made  legal  tender  for  the  payment  of  an  amount  not 
exceeding  five  rupees,  but  for  no  greater  amount.  The  other  silver 
coins  of  British  India  which  circulated  freely  in  Zanzibar  were  the 
silver  coins  of  Baroda,  Kutch,  Navanager.  The  coins  of  Kutch  were 
very  common  as  the  majority  of  traders  in  East  Africa  at  that  time 
were  from  Kutch. 
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After  the  end  of  the  First  World  War  and  defeat  of  Germany,  German 
East  Africa  was  placed  under  the  British  administration,  The  former 
British  East  Africa  was  called  Kenya;  and  German  East  Africa  was  called 
Mandated  Territory  of  Tanganyika,  All  three  countries,  including 
Uganda,  comprised  East  Africa. 

The  East  African  Currency  Board  was  constituted  and  the  members  were 
approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  1919,  In  1920, 
the  East  African  Currency  Board  fixed  the  value  of  the  Indian  Rupee 
provisionally  at  the  rate  of  8%  Rupees  to  the  Pound  Sterling,  i,e. 

1 Rupee  was  equal  to  about  2 shillings  4 pence.  They  wanted  to  sta- 
bilize the  Rupee  in  East  Africa  at  2s,  and  the  Indian  currency  was  to 
be  replaced  by  a local  rupee  currency,  (Notes  were  printed  in  Rupees.) 

However,  the  Governor  of  Kenya  and  the  white  settlers  were  against  a 
currency  based  on  Rupees.  So  a new  coinage  based  on  the  British 
Florin  (2  sh.)  which  was  equal  to  1 Rupee  was  introduced  (50  cent 
piece  was  termed  as  1 shilling.)  The  new  Florin  was  of  the  same  weight 
and  diameter  as  the  Indian  Rupee,  but  slightly  thicker. 

However,  the  Florin  Coinage  was  short  lived,  The  shilling  was  intro- 
duced immediately  as  the  standard  coin.  The  new  100  cents  were  equal 
to  1 shilling  and  the  old  1 cent  was  equal  to  new  2 cents,  Zanzibar 
declined  to  be  a party  to  these  changes.  The  settlers  and  traders  suf- 
fered very  heavy  losses  due  to  these  changes. 


E. Africa  & Uganda  Protectorate 
Cent  of  Edward  VII 3 1907 


The  coinage  of  India  was  legal  tender  in  Zanzibar  until  the  end  of  1935. 
On  1st  January  1936,  she  joined  the  East  African  Currency  Board.  The 
Indian  coins  were  gradually  withdrawn,  and  replaced  by  the  shillings 
and  sumsidiary  coinage. 

Thus  the  Indian  Coinage  was  very  much  the  part  of  trade  for  over  a 
hundred  years  in  East  Africa.  Today  the  Indian  silver  Rupee  (i.e. 
the  ones  before  1919,  and  mainly  those  of  Victoria)  still  play  a very 
significant  role  in  the  life  of  the  Indian  Traders  in  East  Africa. 

On  the  Indian  New  Year’s  Day,  the  Indian  Traders  have  a religious  cere- 
mony where  the  New  Year’s  book  is  religiously  opened,  thus  hoping 
for  a good  year.  The  Indian  Rupee  is  stuck  at  the  beginning  of  the 
new  Account  Book. 
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THE  CROWNING  OF  A KING 

by  W.  A.  Haskell^  Mavxz ell/ Pfaffenro t 3 West  Germany , NI  #LM-15 

Quedlinburg,  a city  of  30,000  inhabitants,  lies  in  the  East  German 
part  of  the  Harz  Mountains  southwest  of  Magdeburg.  The  mountain  range 
provides  the  first  obstacle  to  the  west  winds  which  sweep  across  the 
northwestern  German-Polish  plain,  and  combined  with  the  humidity  of 
the  forests  make  this  an  area  of  high  rainfall  and  heavy  snows.  The 
Harz  region  is  very  old  and  strong  traditions  of  mining  once  associ- 
ated with  gold  and  silver,  are  today  devoted  to  zinc,  lead  and  barium 
oxide . 

The  city  of  Quedlinburg  is  scenic  and  attractive  with  numerous  half- 
timbered  houses,  a handsome  city  hall  and  a city  wall  dating  from  the 
Middle  Ages.  In  one  of  these  fine  Patrician  houses  was  born  the  Ger- 
man poet  Friedrich  Gottlieb  Klopstock  (1724-1803) , author  of  the  epos 
"Messias".  The  "Stif tskirche" , or  main  church,  dates  from  the  10th 
and  11th  centuries  and  is  built  in  Romanesque  style.  It  is  a fine 
example  of  the  revival  of  the  ecclesiastical  architecture  in  Saxony 
which  accompanied  the  restoration  of  imperial  dignity  under  King  Otto 
I in  962.  In  the  crypt  is  the  tomb  of  the  Saxon  King  Heinrich  and 
his  wife  Mathilde.  At  the  foot  of  the  "Burgberg  , the  hill  on  which 
the  church  is  located,  lies  the  ''Finkenherd1'  of  "Finchf lock1' , liter- 
ally a place  where  these  tiny  birds  once  congregated. 

Here  in  919,  Duke  Heinrich  is  said  to  have  communed  with  the  birds 
who  flocked  to  him  fearlessly  and  here  the  Duke  learned  he  had  been 
named  king.  A clever  and  humourous  six  note  set  of  50  Pfennig  not- 
geld,  issued  by  Quedlinburg  in  July  1921,  tell  the  story  of  the  Duke 
in  silhouette.  The  notes  are  numbered  in  sequence  and  the  first  shows 
the  Duke  playing  with  his  feathered  friends.  The  second  depicts 


Note  1 


Note  2 


Note  3 

horsemen  approaching  to  inform  him  he  has  been  chosen  king.  The 
horsemen  frighten  away  the  birds  evoking  the  Duke's  anger  in  the 
third  scene.  However,  in  the  fourth  scene  the  emissaries  present  him 
with  the  crown  informing  him  the  German  princes  assembled  at  Fritzlar 
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Note  4 


Note  5 

had  named  him  to  be  king  to  an  obviously  skeptical  Duke,  In  the  fifth 
scene  he  accepts  the  crown  and  the  subjects  pay  him  homage,  and  in  the 
sixth  and  last  scene  he  has  been  crowned  and  is  praising  God.  The 
"Stif tskirche"  where  he  is  buried  is  depicted  on  all  obverses  of  the 
notes  of  this  series . 
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Note  6 


Common  obverse  of  all  six  notes 

Duke  Heinrich  ruled  as  King  of  the  Saxons  from  919  to  936,  and  is  best 
known  for  his  defeating  the  invading  Hungarians  at  Riade  on  the  Un- 
strutt  River  in  933. 

The  notes  (K-885)  are  in  two  color  variations  and  called  "Heinrich  Vog- 
ler  Serie".  The  most  common  are  those  in  gray  and  black  with  green 
lettering  on  the  obverse  with  a brownish  colored  crown  and  birds  fram- 
ing the  silhouettes.  Each  carries  a serial  number  on  the  obverse  and 
were  printed  in  Glachau  by  Dulce. 
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A LATE  SIXTEENTH  CENTURY  COUNTERMARKED  COPPER  FROM  ISFAHAN 


by  Stephen  Album , Santa  Rosa,  Calif.,  USA.  NI  if 264 

I was  recently  asked  by  our  article  editor  to  identify  an  unusual  coun- 
termarked  copper  coin,  sent  to  him  for  attribution.  The  coin  is  unpub- 
lished, and  fits  within  a most  remarkable  series  of  late  16th  century 
coppers,  struck  at  numerous  mints  throughout  Iran,  and  frequently  found 
countermarked . 


Unpublished  Iranian  Falus 


Although  I have  two  additional  specimens  of  the  same  coin  in  my  collec- 
tion, the  three  prove  insufficient  to  read  all  of  the  inscription.  How- 
ever, except  for  the  date,  the  missing  parts  can  be  surmised  from  com- 
parable coins  from  other  mints.  The  obverse  bears  a central  inscription 
comprising  the  mint  (Isfahan) , and  the  distinguishing  epithet  of  the  mint 
( Dar  al-Saltanah , "the  Abode  of  the  Sultanate"),  surrounded  by  a margin- 
al inscription  in  three  panels,  which  contains  the  date  written  out  in 
words.  Only  the  hundred  is  decipherable,  so  the  date  must  be  9xx.  The 
reverse  consists  of  a Farsi  couplet,  warning  the  potential  counterfeiter 
of  God's  wrath.  An  approximate  translation  of  the  couplet  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  curse  of  God  is  condemned 

The  falsifier  of  the  royal  falus. 

Falus  is  a generic  term  in  Farsi  for  copper  coin,  deriving  ultimately 
from  the  Latin  follis . Only  fragments  of  the  couplet  are  preserved  on 
these  three  specimens,  but  the  couplet  is  regularly  found  on  a large 
series  of  copper  falus  struck  in  Iran  from  942  until  992.  Remarkably, 
none  of  the  coins  bearing  this  couplet  have  ever  been  published . C1I 

The  reverse  of  this  specimen  is  countermarked  ADL-I  ISFAHAN,  "a  just 
coin  of  Isfahan."  Although  undated,  this  countermarked  coin  can  be  as- 
signed to  the  period  AH  990-995,  by  comparison  with  similar  countermarks 
which  occur  on  contemporary  silver  coins  and  which  occasionally  include 
a date.  These  years  coincide  with  the  latter  half  of  the  turbulent 
reign  of  Muhammad  Khudabanda  (985-995/1578-87),  when  invasions  by  the 
Ottomans  and  Uzbegs,  coupled  with  internal  revolts  of  the  Turkmen  and 
other  tribes,  led  to  severe  financial  strain,  which  presumably  occa- 
sioned the  countermarking.  As  seems  generally  to  have  been  the  case, 
the  purpose  of  the  countermarking  was  to  raise  revenue  for  military 
levies:  the  state  decreed  that  uncountermarked  coin  was  no  longer  to  cir- 
culate, and  imposed  a fee,  often  quite  substantial,  for  the  application 
of  the  validating  countermark. 

The  most  interesting  aspect  of  this  coin  is  its  place  in  the  large  series 
of  coppers  struck  between  roughly  980  and  992  (the  single  coin  of  942 
of  Mashhad  belongs  to  a different  series,  though  it  shares  the  same  cou- 
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let),  which  were  struck  at  at  least  7 different  mints  (Ardabil,  Urdubad, 
Tabriz,  Tehran,  Ja'farabad,  Yazd,  and  Isfahan)  and  countermarked  at  7 
mints  (Ardabil,  Ganjah,  Tabriz,  Qazvin,  Kashan,  Tehran,  and  Isfahan).  In 
general,  the  countermark  was  applied  in  the  same  city  as  the  undercoin 
was  struck,  with  only  one  case  recorded,  GanjahlI21  on  Ja ' f arabadC33 , 
where  the  coin  was  countermarked  elsewhere.  On  the  countermarked  pieces 
of  Kashan  and  Qazvin,  the  mint  of  the  undercoin  is  effaced. 

These  coppers  may  be  classified  into  two  series,  one  struck  in  mints  in 
Northwestern  Iran,  the  other  struck  in  Central  Iran.  The  first  series 
comprises  three  denominations,  which  were  known  as  the  tangeh , bisti3 
and  double  bisti  (equal  to  10,  20  and  40  dinars,  resp.);  the  second 
series  includes  four  denominations,  the  qazbegi , tangeh,  quarter  shahi, 
and  half  shahi  (equal  to  5,  10,  12^,  and  25  dinars).  The  dinar , which 
had  originally  been  a gold  coin  weigning  some  4^  grams,  had  gradually 
sunk  in  value  over  the  centuries,  so  that  by  the  late  16th  century,  it 
was  no  longer  an  actual  coin,  but  a unit  of  account  of  very  little  value. 
The  smallest  coin  then  in  circulation  was  the  copper  qazbegi , which 
weighed  onemithqal,  approximately  4.61  gm.  Although  the  weight  of  the 
illustrated  coin  is  not  given,  it  is  presumably  a qazbegi  of  one  mithqal, 
as  are  the  two  similar  pieces  in  the  author's  collection. 

This  is  the  earliest  series  yet  observed  in  which  the  copper  coins  are 
arranged  into  denominations.  Earlier  Iranian  copper  series  comprised 
but  a single  denomination,  which  may  have  had  a theoretical  weight  stan- 
dard, but  surviving  specimens  show  that  the  standard  was  very  theoreti- 
cal, with  actual  weights  ranging  over  a broad  spectrum,  yielding  a very 
flat  frequency  curve.  On  this  series  of  980-992  (approximately  1572-84), 
the  standards  are  carefully  adhered  to,  and  clearly  distinguished  by 
denomination.  Moreover,  the  tangah  and  quarter  shahi , which  were  quite 
close  in  weight,  were  not  issued  in  the  same  place  at  the  same  time,  so 
that  no  confusion  would  have  arisen  between  them.  Similar  sequences  of 
carefully  regulated  copper  coins  were  produced  earlier  in  the  Muslim 
kingdoms  of  India,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  Indian  influence  led  directly 
to  the  Safavids  adopting  something  similar.  However,  during  this  time, 
there  was  extensive  cultural  and  artistic  exchange  between  the  Safavid 
kingdom  and  the  nascent  Mughal  Empire  in  India,  so  the  idea  may  well 
have  been  transmitted  from  an  Indian  source.  Later  copper  series  con- 
tinued to  preserve  the  new  tradition  of  distinct  and  identifiable  de- 
nominations, struck  to  determined  weight  standards,  right  up  until  the 
introduction  of  machine-struck  European-style  coinage  in  the  1870's. 

NOTES  : 

111  The  principal  references  for  Iranian  copper  coins  are 

the  following: 

R.S.  Poole,  Catalogue  of  the  coins  of  the  shahs  of  Persia 3 London 
1887. 

H.  L.  Rabino  di  Borgomale,  Coins 3 medals  and  seals  of  the  shahs  of 
Iran3  Hertford  1945. 

, Album  of  coins 3 medals  and  seals  of  the  Shahs  of  Iran,  Oxford 

1951. 

Michael  Mitchiner,  Oriental  Coins  and  Their  Values:  The  world  of 
Islam,  Sanderstead  1977,  specifically  pp,  302-303. 
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Gregory  G.  Brunk,  World  Countermarks  on  Medieval  and  Modem  Coins, 

Lawrence  1976,  pp.  363-365, 

[2]  Ganjah  is  the  modern  Kirovabad  in  Soviet  Azerbaidzhan : during  the 

later  Czarist  period,  after  its  conquest  from  Iran,  it  was 
known  as  Elizavetpol. 

[3]  Ja°farabad  was  a Safavid  town  located  in  the  approximate  area  of 

modern  Varamin,  southeast  of  Tehran  (E.  von  Zambaur,  die 
Munzpragung  des  Islams,  Wiesbaden  1968,  p.99). 

********************************************************************* 

BELGIUM  OFFERS  1981  "FLEUR  DE  COIN"  SETS 

The  1981  Belgian  coin  set  consists  of  eight  coins  - four  with  French 
legend  and  four  with  Dutch  legend  - they  are: 

20  BF  92%  Copper  - 6%  Nickel  - 2%  Aluminum;  wt.  8.5  gm;  25.65mm, 

with  the  portrait  of  King  Baudouin 

5 BF  75%  Copper  - 25%  Nickel;  wt . 6 gm, ; 24  mm;  Ceres 

1 BF  75%  Copper  - 25%  Nickel;  wt.  4 gm. : 21  mm;  Ceres 

50  Ct  Bronze;  2.75  gm;  19  mm;  Miner's  helmeted  head. 

All  coins  are  dated  1981  and  sealed  in  a transparent  sealed  case. 
Mintage  is  limited  to  62,000  sets. 

The  Price  per  set  is  125  Belgian  Francs  which  includes  wrapping,  pos- 
tage. (Registered) . 

Orders  will  be  received  after  September  15  1981.  Payments  must 
be  made  out  to  the  GIRO-ACCOUNT  no.  000-2055985-70  of  the 

Regie  des  Posts 
Division  1.3. 0.2 
Numismatique 
1000  BRUSSELS,  BELGIUM 

PAYMENTS  can  also  be  made  through  Int.  M.O,  or  Bank  draft  drawn  on 
a bank  having  a branch  or  head  office  in  Brussels.  IN  BELGIAN  FRANCS. 

Send  your  name  and  full  address  in  BLOCK  letters. 
********************************************************************** 
ISLE  OF  MAN  PAPER  MONEY  SIGNATURE  VARIETIES 

The  1 Pound  and  the  50  Pence  notes  of  1974  have  the  large  signature  of 
Sir  John  Paul,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  Island  of  Man.  The  1976 
issue  of  these  notes  has  a smaller  signature  of  the  same  official. 
Larger  denomination  notes  carry  the  larger  signature. 

********************************************************************** 

NEW  MORE  MATURE  PORTRAIT  OF  QUEEN  ELIZABETH  II:  The  first  use  of  the 

full-face  portrait  of  Queen  Elizabeth  is  on  the  newest  issue  of  New 
Zealand  currency  notes. 
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NEW  TURKEY  BANKNOTE 


by  Guvendik  Fi§ekgio$lu  of  Istanbul , Turkey  and  I.  C.  G.  Campbell  of 
Lincoln 3 Nebraska 


Turkey’s  latest  emission  of  paper  money  is  the  £T  5,000  illustrated 
below. 


TORKtYE  CUMHURlYET 
MERKEZ  BANKASI  j 


6ASKAN 


The  denomination  is  equal  to  $50,00  US  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange 
(November  1981) . A year  ago  Turkey  had  one  of  the  worst  inflations  in 
Europe  but  the  new  government  of  last  year  had  succeeded  in  bringing 
down  inflation  and  making  the  lira  more  stable.  Before  long  there  will 
be  issued  a BT  10,000  for  circulation. 

Turkey  was  a late  comer  in  the  field  of  paper  money.  The  first  issue 
of  the  then  Ottoman  government  was  in  1876/77  (Pick  #1) . This  was  a 
one  kurug  note  with  100  kurug  (called  a piaster  by  the  foreign  resid- 
ents) equalling  an  Ottoman  pound  or  lira  in  later  language.  Actually 
the  kurug  (ghrush  in  the  old  alliteration)  was  a small  silver  coin, 
the  equivalent  of  the  large  copper  40  para  piece.  5,  10,  20  and  40 
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para  pieces  in  nickel  were  in  circulation  in  Turkey  in  1935  but  infl- 
ation in  World  War  II  soon  made  them  of  no  use  (or  value) . This  first 
note  was  issued  at  a time  of  inflation  and  crisis  brought  on  by  wars 
and  the  economic  woes  of  the  Ottoman  government.  Today,  with  feT  100 
equal  to  $1,  one  can  see  what  inflation  does  to  a country's  currency. 

Actually  with  the  inauguration  of  the  Republic  in  1923,  Atatiirk  (Mus- 
tafa Kemal)  stabilized  the  currency  and  the  country  began  all  over 
again  (the  usual  end  of  bad  inflation) . In  1935  the  US  dollar  was 
worth  h 1.80.  The  notes  in  circulation  then  were  feT  2-1/2,  5,  10, 

100,  500  and  1000  (Pick  #67-73). 

This  new  note  was  issued  November  2,  1981  and  its  dimensions  are  72  x 
140  mm.  The  obverse  colors  are  brown,  oranged  and  blue,  while  the  re- 
verse is  in  brown,  orange  and  green  and  mixed  colors.  On  the  right  is 
the  portrait  of  Atatiirk  (the  only  individual  portrait  permitted  under 
Turkish  law).  The  center  design  is  the  tulip,  the  most  traditional  of 
all  Turkish  designs  in  Ottoman  times.  The  signatures  are  those  of 
Messrs.  Osman  Siklar  and  Yavuz  Canevi,  President  and  Vice-President. 

On  the  reverse  is  the  Mevlana  Museum  (an  older  cami  or  mosque)  with  a 
small  design  on  the  right  of  Mevlana  himself  (the  dervish  philosopher) . 
The  notes  are  issued  by  the  Merkez,  or  Central  Bank.  The  design  is  a 
traditional  one  and  has  appeared  on  at  least  one  postage  stamp. 

*********************************************************************** 


TODAY  AND  YESTERDAY  IN  IRELAND 

In  the  November  1977  NI  BULLETIN,  O.D.  Cresswell  wrote  on  the  current 
crop  of  Counterstamped  Irish  coins.  But  he  did  not  go  to  earlier  centuries' 
coins.  This  filler  will  show  a modern  Irish  Republic  decimal  50p  coin 
counterstamped  with  the  UVF  initials  of  the  Ulster  Volunteer  Force,  as 
well  as  an  extremely  worn  Irish  Farthing  of  George  II  with  a crude  "S" 
cut  into  the  side  of  the  king's  head,  looking  almost  like  a serpent. 


Yesterday 


George  II  copper  Farthing 
with  the  'S'  or  Serpent 
countermark.  Coin  is  turned, 
half  turn  to  right  to  show 
'S'  Better.  Rev.  has  Harp. 

( Coins  submitted  by  Fred  Drost 
(Geo.  II)  and  Dick  Hanscom  (1970) 


Today 


Can  anyone  match  the  Geo.  II  Farthing  and  tell  us  what  the  fS'  or 
Serpent  means?  Symbol  of  a group?  or  just  a personal  opinion? 
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AVICENNA  ( Ibn  Sina)  Commemora tive  Medal  F rom  Turkey 

The  year  1980,  being  the  1000th  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Avicenna 
(Ibn  Sina),  the  old  and  famous  Turkish-Islamic  physician  and  philoso- 
pher, in  addition  to  various  international  congresses,  meetings  and 
activities  held  all  over  the  world,  the  University  of  Istanbul  has 
also  decided  to  mint  a commemorative  medal  jointly  with  the  Turkish 
Numismatic  Society.  The  striking  of  the  medal  followed  time-consuming 
investigations  and  studies  and  the  medal  was  struck  at  the  end  of  1980. 


Physician  AVICENNA  (Ibn  Sina)  Turkish  Medal  (slightly  enlarged) 

The  medal  with  a diameter  of  36  mm  was  struck  only  in  silver  and  bronze, 
both  shiny  and  oxidized  types.  Taking  into  account  the  high  gold  price, 
gold  strikes  were  disregarded.  Thickness  is  minimum.  1.15  mm  and  maximum 
2.2  mm.  Weight  of  the  Silver  version,  .850  fine,  is  19.2  gr.  The  bronze 
metal  is  pure  bronze  and  weighs  17  gm.  Plain  edge  on  both  versions  of 
the  medal. 

Mintage  totals  are  Silver  - 1575  (1000  shiny  silver  medals,  575  oxi- 
dized Silver).  Total  Bronze  medals  1000  (575  shiny  bronze,  oxidized 
bronze  425) . 

The  medal’s  obverse  features  a bearded  portrait  of  Avicenna  wearing  a 
turban  on  his  head,  facing  to  left,  his  birth  date  980.,  on  the  right, 
the  date  of  minting  1980:  below  right  are  the  tiny  initials  of  the 
engraver  "A.K.",  and  below  the  bust  ''IBN  SINA".  The  legend  at  top  is 
"TURK-ISLAM  HEKlM  VE  FlLOZOFU"  (Turkish-Islamic  Physician  and  Philo- 
sopher) and  "1000  DOOUM  YILDONUMU"  (1000th  Birth  Anniversary)  inscrip- 
tion between  two  stars. 

The  reverse  surface  has  the  emblem  of  the  physicians  in  a circle,  above 
"TIP  TARlHI  VE  DE0NT0L0JI  KURSUSU"  (Medical  History  and  Moral  Philosophy 
Departments) ; and  below  the  circle  "TURK  NUMiSMATIK  DERNEGi"  (Turkish 
Numismatic  Society).  Above  the  circle  the  inscription  reads  "i.  U.  IS- 
TANBUL TIP  FAKULTESl"  (Medical  Facility  of  the  Istanbul  University) . 

"In  order  to  attract  more  attention,"  writes  Gtivendik  Fi^ekfioglu, 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Turkish  Numismatic  Society,  "the  medal  has 
been  struck  in  both  relief  and  proof  types.  On  both  surfaces  of  the 
medal,  the  relief  parts  are  matte  and  the  plain  parts  are  shiny.  All 
the  medals  were  struck  one  by  one  with  special  care.  Again,  in  order 
to  increase  demand  and  variety,  some  medals  have  been  oxidized  and  some 
left  shiny." 

The  medals  have  been  on  sale  since  late  1980  at  very  reasonable  prices. 
However,  it  is  no  doubt  that,  in  the  near  future  (if  not  already .Ed .) , 
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as  soon  as  we  run  out  of  stocks,  the  prices  will  increase,  as  has  been 
experienced  with  the  other  medals." 

Avicenna  (IBN  SINA)  the  Man  - 

One  thousand  years  ago,  in  980,  the  famous  Turkish-Islamic  physician 
and  philosopher  Abu  'Ali  al-Hiiseyin  bin  Ibn  Sina  (Avicenna)  was  born 
in  Afshena  near  Bukhara,  Turkestan.  During  his  life  he  was  a famous 
philosopher  throughout  the  Islamic  world  from  Central  Asia  to  Spain, 
as  well  as  having  a high  reputation  in  the  field  of  medical  sciences. 

His  father  Abjullah  bin  Sina  of  Bukhara  was  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
Samani  Sultans,  who  gave  him  his  initial  training  and  later  he  received 
private  lessons  from  Natili,  a most  famous  scientist  of  the  time.  Avi- 
cenna read  and  studied  widely  on  many  subjects.  When  he  was  seventeen 
he  was  invited  to  see  the  Prince  of  Bukhara  and  cured  the  incurable 
disease  that  the  Prince  had  suffered.  This  gave  him  the  opportunity  of 
entering  into  the  very  rich  library  of  the  Bukhara  Palace,  After  his 
father  died  and  the  end  of  the  Samani  Sultans,  Avicenna  travelled  ex- 
tensively throughout  the  region,  and  he  prepared  the  first  section  of 
his  very  valuable  and  famous  book  "Medical  Law"  . 

As  a result  of  curing  a member  of  a Buvayh  family  of  melancholy  and 
then  the  Buvayh  Sultan  Sems  ud-Devle  twice  from  his  lumbago,  Avicenna 
was  honoured  with  being  appointed  the  Vizier. 

He  died  on  June  21,  1037  at  the  age  of  57,  and  during  his  lifetime  he 
wrote  some  100  books.  His  books,  including  his  completed  "Medical  Law" 
have  affected  the  medical  and  philosophical  fields  even  600  years 
after  his  death. 

The  initial  sketches  of  the  Avicenna  (Ibn  Sina)  medal  were  prepared 
by  the  Medical  History  Department  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Istanbul 
University,  based  on  his  portrait  which  had  been  made  in  1431,  showing 
him  rather  like  a Turkistani  with  typical  drawn  out  eyes.  Technical 
problems  with  the  medal  arose  and  new  sketch  of  him  was  prepared  by 
Mr.  Avni  Kumuk,  previously  Chief  Engraver  of  the  Istanbul  Mint. 

NI  members  wishing  information  on  the  availability  of  this  Avicenna 
Medal  can  write  to  Mr.  GUvendik  Fi§ekQioglu,  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Turkish  Numismatic  Society,  Post  Office  Box  258,  Osmanbey-Istanbul , 
Turkey. 

********************************************************************** 
TAIWAN  $5  BLANK  WITH  KENNEDY  HALF  OVERSTRIKE 


In  1974  the  Philadelphia  mint  struck  a Kennedy  Half  Dollar  on  a Taiwan 
5 Yuan  planchet,  weighing  only  145  grains  (9.49  grams)  as  compared  to 
the  weight  of  a normal  U.S.  Clad  Half  Dollar  with  a weight  of  175 
grains ' (11 . 34  grams).  ( COIN  WORLD , Sept.  2,  1981  issue,  page  92) 

********************************************************************** 
MEXICO  1979  100  PESOS  - ONLY  500  ISSUED 


The  100  Pesos  of  1979  for  Mexico  are  only  in  the  Mint  Sets.  None  were 
issued  for  circulation.  Mexico's  Mint  Set  program  started  in  1977. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Finnur  Kolbeinsson.  ISLENZKAR  MYNTIR.  Pp . 66.  Paper  Cover.  Avail- 
able from  the  author  at  P.  0.  Box  123,  Reykjavik,  Iceland.  $8.00  US 
airmail  postpaid. 

This  1982  edition  of  the  standard  catalog  of  Icelandic  coins,  tokens, 
medals  and  banknotes  was  released  in  late  November  1981.  It  is  print- 
ed on  5"  x 8"  glossy  paper  and  bound  with  a thick  orange  colored  paper 
cover.  Written  entirely  in  Icelandic,  with  valuations  in  that  coun- 
try's new  currency  adopted  in  1981,  it  is  the  standard  catalog  for 
Iceland  numismatics  and  has  been  issued  yearly  since  1969. 

The  coinage,  first  issued  in  1922,  is  catalogued  by  date  and  mintmark 
in  four  conditions  from  Fine  through  Uncirculated.  A clear  photograph 
of  both  sides  of  each  type  is  shown  as  well  as  the  metal,  weight,  size 
in  mm,  and  the  mint  that  struck  the  coin.  Die  varieties  are  catalog- 
ued and  some  are  illustrated  either  by  sketches  or  enlarged  photographs. 
A number  of  coins  issued  between  1922  and  1940  are  virtually  unknown 
in  uncirculated  condition.  Valuations  have  been  noticeably  increased 
for  all  grades,  but  most  markedly  in  EF  and  UNC  conditions.  Proof 
sets  are  also  catalogued. 

Eight  pages  are  devoted  to  the  country's  tokens,  the  first  of  which 
was  issued  in  1846.  The  size  in  mm,  the  metal  or  material  and  a 
photograph  of  both  sides  are  given  for  each  token  as  well  as  a single 
valuation. 

Three  pages  are  devoted  to  medallions  with  mintage,  metal,  size,  val- 
uation, photograph  and  other  details  given  for  each. 

The  last  half  of  the  catalogue  is  devoted  to  Iceland's  banknotes,  com- 
mencing with  their  first  banknote  issued  in  1/77.  A photograph  of  the 
obverse  side  of  each  type  note  is  given  as  well  as  the  size  in  cm, 
the  color,  signatures,  and  valuations  in  two  conditions.  All  valuations 
are  noticeably  increased  in  the  1982  edition.  The  first  date  of  issue 
for  each  series  is  given,  as  well  as  the  date  the  series  was  no  longer 
valid  as  currency. 

A four  page  illustrated  section  of  trade  notes  issued  by  co-operative 
societies  from  early  1930  and  into  the  60 's  is  included  with  valuations. 

A new  four  page  illustrated  section  on  paper  notes  issued  by  free 
enterprise  from  1900  to  1910  concludes  the  catalogue. 

Mr.  Kolbeinsson  can  supply  collectors  with  circulated  specimens  of 
many  of  Iceland's  coins  as  well  as  recent  uncirculated  sets  and  speci- 
mens of  recent  banknotes. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remxck 


Richard  L.  Rosenman.  BILLETES  DE  VENEZUELA.  Caracas:  Neuman  Foun- 

dation. 1980.  Pp.  158  with  210  banknotes  catalogued.  Illus.  Hard 
cover.  12*5  x 9h  inches.  $45.00  US  plus  postage.  No  dealer  discounts. 
Available  from:  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792. 
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This  book  is  a well  done  monograph  and  includes  all  known  issues  of 
Venezuelan  banknotes,  including  issues  for  Guyana  and  the  Nation  Lepro- 
sarium. This  catalog,  with  its  excellent  photographs  and  detailed  de- 
scriptions of  early  Venezuelan  issuing  authorities  and  a general  over- 
view of  Venezuelan  banknote  history,  will  certainly  be  accepted  as  the 
standard  work  on  the  subject.  The  catalog  is  in  Spanish  but  with  the 
profuse  illustrations,  it  is  extremely  easy  to  follow  for  non-Spanish 
speakers . 

A total  of  only  200  copies  are  available  for  North  American  distribution. 

Information  from  the  publisher 


Edward  T.  Newell.  STANDARD  PTOLEMAIC  SILVER . Revised  Whitman  1941 
standard  work  by  Sanford  J.  Durst,  1981,  contains  a reclassification 
of  coins  to  rulers  of  the  Ptolemaic  period  of  Egypt,  and  a current 
valuation  guide.  Pp.  17.  Soft  cover.  7 full  page  plates  of  coins 
keyed  to  the  text.  Two  appendixes,  including  Appendix  II  which  re- 
classifies the  Soter-type  silver  coins  from  Ptolemy  IV.  Most  coins 
are  assigned  to  mints. 

Seven  of  Svoronoa'  plates  are  illustrated  and  coins  of  the  later  rul- 
ers issuing  regnal-dated  coins  are  re-attributed.  The  Ptolemies  from 
Ptolemy  X through  the  co-rulers  of  Cleopatra  VII  (Ptolemy  XIV-XVI) 
have  had  the  "second"  names  given  to  their  predecessor  rulers.  For 
example,  Ptolemy  X Soter  is  now  cataloged  as  Ptolemy  IX  Soter. 

Ptolemy  XIII  Auletes  is  now  cataloged  as  Ptolemy  XII  Auletes  and 
several  other  rulers  suffered  the  same  fate  of  recent  research,  since 
the  original  Newell  work  was  published  in  1941. 

The  current  valuation  guide  prices  the  coins  in  VF  condition  with 
valuations  of  $100  for  the  silver  of  Cleopatra  VII  and  her  co-rulers, 
to  a high  of  $450  for  coins  of  Ptolemy  I Soter  and  the  silver  of 
Ptolemy  VII  Neos  Philopater  is  classified  as  Extremely  Rare. 

This  important  book  on  the  Egyptian  Ptolemaic  silver  coin  revisions 
is  available  from  the  publisher:  Sanford  J.  Durst,  170  East  61st  St., 

New  York,  NY  10021,  or  your  favorite  bookdealer,  for  $6.00. 

Reviewed  by  Fred  Drost 

********************************************************************* 
INDONESIA’S  TWO  COIN  SERIES 

In  1962  Indonesia  had  some  of  their  regular  issue  coins  struck  with 
the  additional  inscription  on  the  edge:  KEPULAUAN  RIAU.  These  coins 

circulated  in  the  traditional  Malayan  coinage  then  in  the  Indonesian 
territories . 

********************************************************************* 

CHOMSIH  (Arabic  "Pice"  or  "Cent") : Minor  denomination  of  the  Qu’aiti 

Sultanate  of  South  Arabia  (now  South  Yemen) . 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE : The  NI  attribution  committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a total  of  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  Box  57,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 

06880,  U.S.A.  Please  include  your  name,  full  address  andNI  member- 
ship number. 

Marlin  Etzel,  P.  0.  Box  601,  Sgt . Bluff,  Iowa  51054:  Let’s  trade  mod- 

ern foreign  minor  coins,  catalog  for  catalog  basis.  Send  your  list  of 
trades,  and  I'll  send  mine.  My  list  is  best  suited  for  beginning  col- 
lectors and  intermediate  collectors. 

Robert  S.  Wicks,  Dept.  History  of  Art,  Goldwin  Smith  Hall,  Cornell 
University,  Ithaca,  New  York  14853,  U.S.A. : Robert  S.  Wicks,  NI  #1839, 

a Ph.D.  candidate  at  Cornell  University,  is  completing  a survey  of 
native  Southeast  Asian  coinage  from  ca.  AD  450-1850.  Two  aims  of  the 
Study  are  to  determine  the  structure  of  pre-modern  numismatic  develop- 
ments in  the  region  (with  the  exception  of  Vietnam)  and  establish  a 
uniform  standard  for  the  scholarly  publication  of  coin  finds.  Not 
included  in  this  study  are  European  colonial  coinages,  merchant's  tok- 
ens, primitive  monies  and  local  coinages  struck  under  European  influ- 
ence. The  study  will  be  divided  into  two  sections,  a general  survey 
and  a catalogue.  The  survey  (to  be  completed  late  1982  or  early  1983) 
will  present  (1)  a basic  typology  of  native  coin  issues,  (2)  a chron- 
ology of  the  coin  types  based  on  archaeological,  literary  and  epigraph- 
ic  material,  (3)  their  geographical  distribution  and  (4)  metrology.  A 
comprehensive  bibliography  of  Southeast  Asian  numismatics  will  be  in- 
cluded. The  catalogue,  to  be  completed  1985-86,  will  be  based  on 
private  collections,  museum  holdings  and  published  studies  and  will 
ideally  include  the  following  information  about  each  specimen:  de- 

scription, collection,  diameter,  weight,  die  axis,  condition,  find- 
spot,'  pedigree  and  publication.  Information  about  the  project  can 
be  obtained  by  writing  me  at  the  above  address. 

********************************************************************* 


BECKER  THE  COUNTERFEITER 


This  numismatically  infamous  counterfeiter  of  ancient  coins  reported- 
ly did  it  so  museums  and  collectors  could  have  coins  they  could  not 
afford  otherwise.  However,  he  had  agents  selling  his  counterfeits 
and  was  making  much  more  money.  He  reportedly  got  his  engraving 
skills  while  serving  as  an  employee  of  the  Munich  Mint  from  1803. 

********************************************************************* 


IRELAND  5P  VARIETIES 


There  are  two  varieties  of  the  Eire  5p  1976.  One  shows  the  word  EIRE 
and  1976  usual  size  compared  to  other  years,  while  some  of  these  coins 
show  the  word  EIRE  and  1976  twice  the  length.  The  harp  shows  some 
differences  as  well.  (IRISH  NUMISMATICS 3 Mar-April  1981) 


64 


